




If you do receive funding, you no longer retain exclusive rights to your film, and any profits arising 
from your film will be split between you, Northern Ireland Screen, and the 15 Second Film Festival. 
All filmmakers will be required to complete the associated paperwork along the way which will be 
supplied; as well as ancillary materials, such as press photos, headshots, behind the scenes etc. 

Submit a finished film

Perhaps you want to do everything yourself! Submit your own film and providing it follows the 
rules of the 15 Second Film format, we’ll consider adding it to the festival. (You would retain all 
rights to your film, but grant us a license to use it.) Maybe you have a spare piece of footage from a 
project that you have the rights to, and think it would make a good 15 Second Film? Let us know!
If you have a finished film ready to be submitted or looking for feedback upload it to our dropbox 
at the link below:

https://www.yousendit.com/dropbox?dropbox=15-Second-Film-Festival-Submissions

Help with someone else’s film

If you have skills or equipment and want to work on a film in any capacity, with the possibility 
of being paid, or are just looking to get some experience in some area of filmmaking, send us 
your details along with your availability to films@15secondfilmfestival.com and we’ll see if we 
can find a role for you. As well as crew for specific films, we also need people to film behind 
the scenes footage, stills photographers, and people who don’t mind standing around all day 
waiting to lift things.

15SFF Format 

All films must be 25 seconds long in total, comprising 15 seconds of film, with 10 seconds 
total of opening/closing credits. The specific order of the credits is up to you, for example:

10 seconds of opening credits, 15 seconds of film, no end credits;
No opening credits, 15 seconds of film, 10 seconds of closing credits;
5 seconds opening credits, 15 seconds of film, 5 seconds of closing credits;
etc...

There is also the option of replacing the last 2 seconds of closing credits with a 2 second 
sting, (another 2 seconds of film instead of 2 seconds of credits) so for example, instead of:

5 seconds opening credits, 15 seconds film, 5 seconds closing credits.

You could have:

5 seconds opening credits, 15 seconds film, 3 seconds closing credits, 2 second sting.

It is important to keep in mind that whenever two or more 15 Second Films are shown in a 
row, such as at a festival or event, each film is only separated by a 2 second black slug, so 
your film must be completely self contained, and able to draw the viewer in regardless of 
what film may have come before in the programme.



The 15 Second Film Festival must receive a credit in your film, contact us for specific details.
We put no restrictions on the type of content allowed, so it could be a drama, documentary, 
or comedy, recorded in a studio or animated on a computer, we’re open to all ideas. You must 
however comply with legal filmmaking, so all rights and clearances must be in place, no use of 
images/music still in copyright etc.

It’s also possible for you to submit a series of films, perhaps with a recurring theme or character, 
allowing several films to be shot and produced at once. However there is no guarantee they will 
be shown in order, or even all in the same programme, so each individual film must also work as a 
standalone piece.

Submission Information

For films receiving funding: Scripts must be received by July 31st. We are approving scripts from 
now until the deadline, so the sooner you submit, the better chance you have of acquiring funding. 
Filming will take place in July and August. The film must be completed and delivered, with all 
paperwork and ancillary materials completed by 1st September 2011.

For films not receiving funding: Production can begin as soon as your script is approved. For 
scheduling purposes we would like to receive all scripts before the end of June, but if there is still 
studio and equipment time available, we will accept submissions throughout the summer, with 
an aim to have all films completed by September 2011.

You are free to submit as many ideas/scripts as you like, but we would prefer if you select and send 
only your best 3.

The idea/script you send us can be as little as an idea, or as big as a finished script with 
storyboards, so don’t be afraid to send us a first draft.

We read all submissions, but cannot guarantee that feedback will be given to rejected 
ideas/scripts.

By submitting an idea/script to us we assume that you have all the rights and permissions 
necessary to use that idea/script.

By submitting an idea/script to us you retain full rights over your submission, we do not claim 
ownership of it, until such times as may be required to proceed in production, at which point a 
licence agreement will be drawn up between you (the filmmaker) and us (The 15 Second Film 
Festival) detailing terms of ownership and rights etc.

Contact Information

This information in this guide is in no way comprehensive and may be subject to change. 
For any enquiries regarding this year’s festival, or the submission process please email 
films@15secondfilmfestival.com or call us on +44 (0)28 90 241 525

Last updated: 7th July 2011



Application Form

To apply, send an email with the following details to: films@15secondfilmfestival.com

Email Subject: 15sff 2011 application – [your name here]

	 -	 Your name

	 -	 Your contact details (email, telephone)

	 -	 Your Film Script(s)/Synopsis/Idea(s) (either included in email, or as an 		
		  attachment or download) 

	 -	 Please include working titles for each Script/Idea for ease of communication.

	 -	 Do you wish to be considered for funding? (For funded films: receive up to £500, 	
		  filming must take place in July/August, you lose some rights over film, any profits 	
		  will be shared)

	 -	 Short CV of you and anyone involved. (with a focus on past filmmaking experience, 	
		  if any) 

	 -	 Nationality/current country of residence (for record keeping only, will not affect 	
		  your application)

	 -	 Additional relevant information (Are there any crew/cast already in place, further 	
		  description of film not covered by script/idea, any special considerations etc.)

Good Luck, and Happy Filmmaking!

Aaron Marshall, Executive Producer

15 Second Film Festival 2011


